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frankly uncollegiate won favor in many cities as a spectator
sport*
Professional baseball remained a hardy perennial, followed
over the radio by millions, its stars like "Pepper" Martin,
Lou Gehrig and Joe DiMaggio shining on every sports page
in the land. In the year 1939, observed as the centenary of
the National Game, the New York Yankees set an all-time
record by winning their fourth straight World Series only
to lose in the next year to the Cincinnati Reds. In 1940 and
again in 1941 the Brooklyn Dodgers after twenty years*
obscurity emerged as challengers for national recognition,
and with their colorful style and cocky self-assertion excited
popular imagination as no other team had ever done.
Heavyweight boxing, moribund since Gene Tunney's re-
tirement in 1928, woke to new life with the advent of Joe
Louis, a powerful Negro youth who came up from Alabama
by way of the automobile factories of Detroit to garner an
almost unbroken string of victories. His knockout of Max
Baer in New York's Yankee Stadium in 1935 drew the first
million-dollar gate since 1927, Bested by Max Schmeling
in 1936, the "Brown Bomber" so mauled his adversary in
the first round of a return engagement two years later that
Nazi Germany's premier athlete had to be hospitalized. After
flooring "Jim" Braddock in 1937 Louis possessed the world's
championship in a grasp so firm that public interest and the
gate receipts once more began to flag. Meanwhile juvenile
talent in the ring was fostered by the Golden Gloves tourna-
ment, which spread from national to international competi-
tion, and furnished the milieu for one of Clifford Odets's
successful plays, "Golden Boy" (1937).
In two other sports the retirement from amateur compe-
tition of old masters let down the bars to a host of younger
aspirants. After setting an all-time record in 1930 by win-
ning the American and British amateur and open golf
championships, Robert T. ("Bobby") Jones left the field
to such contenders as Johnny Goodman, Olin Dutra, Lawson

